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Get your students ready for exam success

 



Make sure your students are fully prepared

Focused exam preparation
• The books are dedicated to preparing 

students for their exams. Features include:

– Test practices at the end of sections

– Exam information in every book

– Tips from the examiners throughout

– Numerous exercises in the style of 
exam tasks

• Directly mapped to the four parts of the
exam, ensuring that students know what 
to expect

Authoritative
• Our expert authors have taught, developed

and examined the International SESOL 
qualifications. They understand the exams
and how best to prepare for them 

Student books, teacher’s books 
& cassettes
• 3 student books, 3 teacher’s books and 3

cassettes, each mapped to two of the 6 
levels of the qualification and the Common
European Framework – Preliminary|Access,
Achiever|Communicator, Expert|Mastery

Spoken English for Speakers of Other Languages

Book 3 Expert/Mastery

Exam information

The Spoken ESOL exam

at the Expert level

Introduction

The following description of the exam at Expert level will give you a good idea of

what to expect. Times given here for each part of the exam are provisional, and you

are advised to confirm with your teacher the exact time allocations and number of

questions that apply for the Expert level when you are taking the exam.

Test time: 12 minutes

Part 1 (2 minutes)

The interlocutor will begin by asking your name and the spelling of your surname.

He or she will ask you where you are from and up to five more questions about

yourself. They might be such questions as ‘How useful is technology in your English

study?’ or ‘Do you prefer watching videos at home or going to the cinema? Why?’

Part 2 (2 minutes)

The interlocutor will give you two or three situations. In one of the situations you will

need to reply to a question that the interlocutor asks you. For example, the

interlocutor might say: ‘I’m a classmate. I’m moving to a new flat at the weekend. I

really need some help. Are you free?’ You would need to answer this question as

though you were talking to a classmate.

In one of the other situations you will need to start the conversation. For example,

the interlocutor might say: ‘I’m the landlord of your apartment. I promised to fix your

cooker, but I haven’t. Phone me to complain.’ You would then begin the

conversation as though you had just rung your landlord on the telephone.

The dialogue in all cases should run to four turns, that is two for you and two for

the interlocutor.

Part 3 (4 minutes)

You and the interlocutor will have a discussion and try to reach agreement or

a conclusion. You will both have the same information, for example, a list of the

qualities regarded as useful in a good teacher. The interlocutor might say ‘Let’s

discuss these qualities and try to reach agreement on which is the most and which

is the least important. Why don’t you start?’

Part 4 (4 minutes)

The interlocutor will ask you to talk about a topic. For example, he or she might say:

‘Your topic is “An Interesting Time in My Country’s History”.’ You will have a short

time to think. You will then talk on this topic for up to 3 minutes. The interlocutor will

ask you a few follow-up questions. For example, he or she might ask: ‘If you could

meet a historical figure, who would it be? What would you want to ask?’
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Exam information

The Spoken ESOL exam

at the Mastery level

Introduction

The following will give you a good idea of what to expect at the Mastery level. Again,

the times are provisional, and you are advised to confirm with your teacher the exact

time allocations and number of questions that apply for the Mastery level when you

are taking the exam.

Test time: 15 minutes

Part 1 (3 minutes)

Again, the interlocutor will begin by asking your name and the spelling of your

surname. He or she will ask you where you are from and up to five more questions

about yourself. They might be such questions as ‘Which methods do you use to keep

in touch with people? Why?’ or ‘What would you like to have changed about your

education?’

Part 2 (3 minutes)

The interlocutor will give you two or three situations. In one of the situations the

interlocutor will speak first. For example, the interlocutor might say: ‘You’re on a

coach. You’ve lost your ticket but have a receipt. I’m an inspector “All tickets,

please”’. You would need to reply as though you were explaining the situation to the

inspector.

In one of the other situations you will need to start the conversation. For example,

the interlocutor might say: ‘I’m your neighbour. Complain about the large tree in my

garden and say what you want me to do.’

The dialogue in all cases should run to four turns, that is two for you and two for

the interlocutor.

Part 3 (4 minutes)

You and the interlocutor will have a discussion and attempt to reach agreement or

a conclusion. You will have the same information, for example, a list of factors that

might be important in job satisfaction. The interlocutor might say ‘Let’s discuss the

different factors and decide on the most and least important ones to us. Let’s also

consider which jobs involve the different factors. Why don’t you start?’

Part 4 (5 minutes)

The interlocutor will ask you to talk about a topic. For example, he or she might say:

‘Do you think people are ruled by fashion?’ You will have a short time to think. You

will then talk on this topic for up to 4 minutes. The interlocutor will ask you a few

follow-up questions. For example, he or she might ask: ‘Who decides what’s in

and out of fashion?’

Notes

Preparing for the exam

You won’t use an exam paper in the test. Your partner in the test –

the interlocutor – will give you different tasks to do. The activities

in this book will help you to prepare for the test at Expert and

Mastery level. The Spoken ESOL test is a test of your speaking

skills in English. The important thing is to practise speaking as

much as you can, with your teacher and with other students.

Tapescripts

In this section of the book you will find the tapescripts of the

recordings you will hear in lessons. Don’t read the tapescripts

before a lesson or while you’re listening to the recordings –

the important thing is to listen, and understand what you hear

(your teacher can play the recordings more than once, if you like).

The tapescripts are there for you to check and remember what

you hear, and they can help you to study at home.
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Tapescripts and exam information

Spoken English for Speakers of Other Languages

Book 2 Achiever/Communicator
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Notes

Test practice – Achiever

The following topic is similar to the one you will be asked to talk about in Part

4 of the Spoken ESOL test at Achiever level. You will be asked some follow-up

questions after you have finished talking about your topic.

The interlocutor will say:

‘… in the last part of the test I want you to speak about … for 1 to 2 minutes.

I’ll also ask you some questions. You have 30 seconds to think about what you

want to say and make some notes if you wish. Then I’ll tell you when to begin.’

Topic – Achiever

‘A famous person I would like to meet.’

Follow up questions

‘Would you like to be famous? Why/Why not?’

‘What do you think is the worst thing about being famous?’

‘What would you like to be famous for?’

‘Do you think famous people are paid too much? Why/why not?’

Test practice – Communicator

The following topic is similar to the one you will be asked to talk about in Part

4 of the Spoken ESOL test at Communicator level. You will be asked some

follow-up questions after you have finished talking about your topic.

The interlocutor will say:

‘… in the last part of the test I want you to speak about … for about 2 minutes.

I’ll also ask you some questions. You have 30 seconds to think about what you

want to say and make some notes if you wish. Then I’ll tell you when to begin.’

Topic – Communicator

‘The influence that TV has upon the people who watch it.’

Follow up questions

‘Which TV programmes do you dislike? Why?’

‘How much TV do children watch in your country?’

‘If you could appear on a TV programme, which one would it be?’

‘How do you see TV developing over the next twenty years?’



Give your students exam confidence

Time-saving
• Designed to save time and effort, providing

teachers with relevant and useful support
materials for each level of the exam

• The Teacher’s Books contain all of the 
information in the Student Books, along
with answers and teaching suggestions

• Sample interlocutor’s script for each level 
in the Teacher’s Books 

• Audio cassettes provide a wide range 
of spoken English examples, created 
to match the levels of the exam 

Engaging and fun
• The books are flexible and easy to navigate

– tutors can adapt/use them regardless 
of class sizes and learning requirements 

• The layout, pictures and graphics are bright,
bold and appealing, making the materials
and classroom activities engaging and fun



International SESOL support materials
City & Guilds is pleased to publicise its International SESOL support materials:

• 3 student books

• 3 teacher’s books 

• 3 cassettes.

With a student book, teacher’s book and cassette each mapped to two of the six levels
of the International SESOL qualification, these materials offer:

• focused exam preparation

• a valuable time-saving teaching resource with suggested answers for exercises 

• an engaging and fun exercise book for students with around 200 activities per book

• the perspective of expert authors who have in-depth knowledge of the International
SESOL content and exams.

ISBN Stock code Title

0 85193 000 0 TL-01-8985 Student Book 1 Preliminary|Access (A1|A2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-02-8985 Student Book 2 Achiever|Communicator (B1|B2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-03-8985 Student Book 3 Expert|Mastery (C1|C2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-04-8985 Teacher’s Book 1 Preliminary|Access (A1|A2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-05-8985 Teacher’s Book 2 Achiever|Communicator (B1|B2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-06-8985 Teacher’s Book 3 Expert|Mastery (C1|C2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-07-8985 Cassette 1 Preliminary|Access (A1|A2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-08-8985 Cassette 2 Achiever|Communicator (B1|B2)

0 85193 000 0 TL-09-8985 Cassette 3 Expert|Mastery (C1|C2)

For further information about prices, ordering and local dispatch, please email 
us at learningmaterials@cityandguilds.com


